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EGGS:  NET  STORAGE  MOVEMENT.  UNITED  STATES, 
AVERAGE  1931-40,  AND  1941-42 


JAN.      FEB.     MAR.     APR.     MAY     JUNE    JULY     AUG.    SEPT.    OCT.     NOV.  DEC. 


EXCLUDES  U.  .S.  D.  A.  HOLDINGS  OF  SHELL  EGGS  BEGINNING 
APRIL  1940  AND  OF  FROZEN  EGGS  BEGINNING  JULY  1941 

U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  NEG.  42349         BUREAU  OF  AGRICULTURAL  ECONOMICS 


During  the  second  quarter  of  1942  large  quantities  of  s  h  e  l  l  and 
frozen  eggs  have  been  stored  for  drying  next  fall  and  winter.      a  record 
production  of  eggs  is    in  prospect  for  the  remainder  of  this  year.  de- 
spite prospective  large  shipments  of  dried  eggs  under  the  lend-lease  pro- 
gram during  the  last  half  of  1942,  egg  supplies  will  permit  an  increase 
in  domestic  consumption  over  last  year. 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 


ITEM 


Number  of   layers  on  farms   

Mumber  of  eggs   laid  per  hen   

Total   farm  production  of  eggs   

Stocks ,    eggs : ^ 

Privately  owned,  shell   

Privately  owned,  frozen   

USDA  owned,  shell   

USDA  owned,  frozen   

Total   

Purchases,  eggs,  USDA: 

Dried2   

Shell ,  direct   

Shell,   blue  stamp^   

Commercial  hatchery  operations: 

Eggs  set   

Chicks  hatched   

Rece  ipt  s ; 

Poultry,   dressed,   4  markets   

Poultry,    live,  Chicago^   

Poultry,    live.  New  York**  

Poultry,    live,   Midwest,   per  plant   .  . 

Fowl,  live,  Midwest,  per  plant  .  .  . 
Stocks,  poultry:^ 

Broilers   

Fryers   

Roasters   

Fow  Is  

Turkeys   

Ducks   

Miscellaneous  and  unclassified     .    .  . 

Total  poultry   

Prices  received  by  farmers: 

Eggs,   per  dozen   

Eggs,   parity  price  per  dozen  .... 

Eggs,   percentage  of  parity   

Chickens,   per  pound   

Chickens,   parity  price  per  pound     .  . 

Chickens,   percentage  of  parity     .    .  . 

Turkeys,   per  pound   

Turkeys,  parity  price  per  pound^     .  . 

All   farm  commodities     (1910-14  =  100) 

Chickens  and  eggs,  (1910-14=  100).  . 
Wholesale  prices,  Chicago: 

Eggs,    fresh  firsts  per  dozer  .... 

Live  heavy  hens  per  pound   

Live  broilers,   B.   R. ,   per  pound  .    .  . 

Live  roasters,    light,   W.   R.  ,  per  pound 

Live  roasters,  heavy,  W.  R.  ,  per  pound 
Cash  farm  income:  ^ 

Total  marketings   

Poultry  and  eggs  

Price  ratios: 

Chicago,   Broiler,   B.   R.  ,    -  feed    .    .  . 

Chicago,   Light  roasters,    W.   R. ,  -  feed 

Farm,   Egg  -  feed   

Farm,   Chicken- feed   

Farm,   Turkey- feed   

Feed  cost  per  cwt. ,  farm  ooultrv  ration 
Wholesale  food  prices  (1935-39  =  100)  . 
Retail  food  prices  ( 1935  39  =  100)  .  . 
Prices  paid  by  farmers  including  interest 

and  taxes   1910-14  =100   

Retail  prices  (BLS): 

Roasters,   dressed,   per  pound     .    .    .  . 

Eggs,  strictly  fresh,  per  dozen  .  .  . 
Nonagricultural  employees'  compensation 

(1924-29  =100)   


UNIT 

MAY  AVERAGE 

1941 

194  2 

PCT .  01 

YEAR 
EARLIEJ 

AVERAGE 

APRIL 

MAY 

APRIL 

MAY 

Mi  Hi ons 

1931-40 

285 

301 

286 

343 

327 

1  Id 

Number 

1931-40 

16 

7 

16 

9 

17 

4 

17 

5 

17 

6 

in  1 

Mil.  cases 

13 

2 

14 

2 

13 

8 

16 

o 

16.0 

116 

1 ,000  cases 

1931-40 

6,516 

2,816 

4,  960 

4,582 

6,  867 

138 

1  ,000  cases 

1931-40 

2,872 

2,  654 

3,  788 

4,079 

5,771 

152 

1 ,000  cases 

01  c 

415 

5  D 

37 

9 

1 , 000  cases 

0 

0 

177 

184 

1  ,000  cases 

1931-40 

9,420 

5,  685 

9,  163 

8,894 

12,859 

140 

Mi  1.  lb. 

0 

0 

8 

56 

8 

27. 

4 

3,425 

1  ,000  cases 

387 

399 

21 

30 

g 

1 , 000  cases 

182 

179 

196 

108 

Mill i ons 

-- 

356 

272 

423 

285 

105 

Mill  ions 

238 

224 

283 

244 

109 

Mi  1 .  lb. 

1931- 40 

19 

7 

19 

2 

29. 

1 

22 

4 

29. 

0 

100 

Ca  r  s 

1936- 40 

383 

318 

393 

307 

363 

92 

Car  s 

1936- 40 

676 

655 

538 

573 

87 

1  , 000  lb . 

1932-40 

12.3 

7 

6 

12 

3 

6 

3 

10. 

8 

88 

1  ,000  lb. 

1932-40 

10 

0 

6 

0 

9 . 

0 

4. 

8 

7. 

8 

87 

Mi  1 .  lb. 

1936-40 

5. 

2 

4. 

5 

4. 

3 

5 

7 

3. 

8 

88 

Mil.  lb. 

1936- 40 

3 

9 

6 

0 

4. 

3 

5 

1 

2. 

7 

63 

Mil.  lb. 

1936- 40 

9 

6 

18 

0 

14. 

1 

15 

8 

8. 

7 

62 

Mi  1.  lb. 

lyoo- nu 

10 

1 

18. 

0 

14. 

9 

17 

7 

14. 

8 

99 

Mi  1.  lb. 

1936- 40 

21.6 

36. 

2 

30. 

4 

35.  5 

31. 

4 

103 

Mil.  lb. 

ly JO- 4u 

2. 

4 

1. 

7 

3. 

5 

1. 

4 

2. 

5 

71 

Mi  1.  lb. 

1936-40 

11 

2 

16 

9 

15. 

9 

15 

6 

16. 

3 

103 

Mi  1.  lb. 

1,936-  40 

64. 

0 

101. 

1 

87. 

4 

96.  7 

80. 

1 

92 

Cents 

1  o  Q  1  An 

15. 

4 

7 

/ 

on 
JU  . 

1 
1 

25 

6 

26. 

5 

132 

Cents 

1931-40 

21. 

3 

22. 

7 

22. 

7 

26 

6 

26. 

8 

118 

Pe  rcent 

1931-40 

72 

87 

89 

96 

99 

Cents 

1  o  '3  1  Art 

14. 

0 

IS. 

7 

16. 

2 

18. 

4 

18. 

4 

114 

Cents 

193 1 -  40 

14 

6 

14. 

7 

14. 

8 

17 

2 

17. 

3 

117 

Pe  rcent 

193 1 -  40 

96 

107 

110 

107 

106 

Cents 

1936- 40 

15. 

1 

e 

A 

n 

19 

8 

19. 

1 

124 

Cents 

1936-40 

16. 

5 

18. 

6 

18. 

7 

21. 

7 

21. 

9 

117 

Index  nos . 

1931-40 

92 

110 

112 

150 

152 

136 

Index  nos . 

193 1 -  40 

86 

104 

131 

134 

125 

Cents 

1931-40 

17. 

4 

21. 

6 

22. 

3 

29. 

3 

30. 

1 

135 

Cents 

1936- 40 

16.9 

19. 

4 

18. 

7 

21. 

1 

20. 

6 

110 

Cents 

1936- 40 

22.  2 

21. 

9 

19. 

6 

24. 

9 

25. 

7 

131 

21. 

4 

19. 

3 

25. 

3 

27. 

1 

140 

Cents 

23. 

8 

21. 

5 

28.3 

29. 

1 

135 

Mil.  dol. 

1936- 40 

547 

665 

747 

973 

146 

Mil.  dol. 

xy OO- 4U 

65 

72 

83 

134 

186 

Lb .  feed 

1936-40 

17. 

0 

16. 

6 

14. 

3 

14.  6 

14. 

8 

103 

Lb.  feed 

1936-40 

19. 

4 

16. 

2 

14. 

1 

14. 

8 

15. 

6 

111 

Lb.  feed 

1931-40 

13.4 

15. 

9 

15. 

6 

15. 

3 

15. 

7 

101 

Lb.  feed 

tool  Af\ 

12.5 

12. 

7 

12. 

6 

11. 

0 

10. 

9 

87 

Lb.  feed 

1931-40 

12. 

1 

12. 

5 

11. 

9 

11. 

9 

11. 

3 

95 

Dol lars 

1931-40 

L  20 

L24 

1.29 

i67 

L69 

131 

Index  nos ■ 

1931-40 

90. 

7 

98. 

5 

100. 

5 

124.  8 

125.0 

124 

Index  nos ■ 

1931-40 

95. 

7 

100. 

6 

102. 

1 

119.  6 

121. 

6 

119 

Index  nos ■ 

1931-40 

128 

129 

130 

151 

152 

117 

Cents 

1931-40 

30. 

8 

33 

2 

33.  9 

35. 

7 

36.  1 

106 

Cents 

1931-40 

27. 

8 

32. 

5 

33.  3 

39.4 

40. 

9 

123 

Index  nos . 

1931-40 

84.7 

121.9 

126.  7 

150. 

0 

123 

End  of  month.     Frozen  eggs  converted  to  case  equivalent. 

2 

Includes  purchases  for   future  delivery. 

3 

Adjusted  for  wastage   in  distribution. 

Car  equivalent  of  receipts  by  freight,   truck  and  -express. 

Percentages  of  parity  for  turkeys  not  shown  because  sales  in  April  and  May  usually  account  for  less  than 
5%  of  annual  sales. 

^Figures  for  1941  and  1942  are  not  strictly  comparable;  figures  for  poultry  ahd  eggs  for  1942  are  based  on 
revised  production  data  and  include  broilers. 
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H  EH    POULTRY    AIID    EGG  SITUATION 

A  record  production  of  eggs  is  in  prospect  for  the  renaindor  of  19^2, 
With  large  storage  stocks  supplor.cnting  this  production,  supplies  for  doncs- 
tic  consumption  nay  be  sonev/hat  lo.rgcr  than  in  the  latter  half  of  19^1 
despite  the  increased  quantities  of  dried  eggs  that  v/ill  he  purchased  for 
export  under  the  lend-lease  prograin,    Becpusc  of  the  strong  donestic  donand, 
hov/ovcr,  prices  received  "by  famcrs  for  oggs  are  lilcely  to  continue  to  aver- 
age higher  than  a  year  earlier.    Increases  over  a  year  earlier  in  egg 
production  arc  likely  to  continue  into  19^3  since  a  naterial  increase  in  the 
numhcr  of  layers  is  prohahle  as  a  result  of  the  larger  nunher  of  chickens 
"being  raised  this  year  than  last. 

The  nunber  of  layers  on  fams  in  May  this  year  was  lU  percent  more 
than  in  May  19^1  and  egg  production  increased  l6  percent.    Output  of  eggs 
for  the  first  5  nonths  of  19^42  v/as  l6  percent  larger  than  in  corresponding 
months  last  year.    The  a.verage  price  received  "by  farmers  for  eggs  in  nid- 
May  -  26,5  cents  per  dozen  -  v;as  the  highest  for  the  month  since  I92O  and 
about  32  percent  higher  than  in  May  19^'^!.    Wholesale  egg  prices  in  mid-Juno 
were  slightly  higher  than  in  mid-May,    The  egg«feed  price  ratio  is  favorable 
for  egg  production, 

3)aring  the  latter  half  of  19^2,  suprjlios  of  chicken  \i;ill  be  largo  rel- 
ative to  last  5^ear,    Because  of  the  prospective  strong  demand  for  all  meats, 
hovxivcr,  prices  received  by  farm.ors  for  chickens  are  likely  to  continue  to 
average  higher  than  in  the  corresponding  period  of  19'+1,    Uet  storage 
withdrawals  of  poultry  in  May  \v'ere  about  the  largest  on  record  and  receipts 
of  dressed  poultry  at  principal  riarkets  have  been  heavier  than  last  year. 
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JUNE  19)12  -  4  - 

The  average  price  roccived  "bv  farmers  for  chickens  in  -^id-Ma^  was  18. U 
cents  -  ih  percent  higher  than  in  May  I9U1.    Sines  mid-May  wholesale  prices' 
of  live  fowl  have  declined  slightly  hut  prices  of  youi"..g  chickens  on  the 
average  have  strengthened,  : 

—  June  20,  I9U2 

REVIEVf  0?  ESCEIIT  DEVSJiOPIvEiJTS 

Fovxl  Marketings  in  Early  June 
Larger  Than  a  Year  Ea.rlier 

Receipts  of  fowl  at  Midwest  primary  mai-kcts  were  considerably  smallo: 
than  a  ycsjr  earlier  during  the  first  5  months  of  this  year,  indicating  unusu- 
ally light  culling  of  laying  flocks.     Such  receipts  in  early  June  were  largo: 
than  last  yea:-".     In  19^1  unusually  light  culling  v/as  practiced  to  get  the 
mazinrujn  output  of  eggs  from  available  layers.     This  year  delayed  marketings 
of  fov/1  have  "been  particularly  pronounced  in  the  central  part  of  the  country 
v/here  the  Aricd-egg  industry  ha.s  provided  a  favorable  outlet  for  eggs  and 
where  prices  received  by  farmers  have  been  rcla,tlvely  no  re  favorable  than  in 
other  areas. 

In  May  the  number  of  layers  on  farms  in  the  United  States  v^as  about 
lU,5  percent  larger  than  in  May  19^+1  and  v/ith  0,  little  over  1  percent  more 
eggs  per  bird,  about  16  percent  more  eggs  v/ere  produ3ed  than  in  May  19^1. 
Increases  in  egg  production  by  regions  over  the  outpu:  in  May  last  year  were 
as  follows:    ITorth  Atlantic,  9  percent;  East  iTorth  Central,  12  percent;  ¥est 
North  Central,  20  percent;  South  Atlantic,  IS  percent;  South  Central,  22 
percent;  Western,  13  percent. 

Liquid  and  Dried  EjC'g  Production 

In  April  about  139  million  pounds  of  liquid  egg  were  produced  by 
commercial  egg  breaking  and  drying  plants  in  the  United  States,    Of  this 
amount  about  2,5  million  pounds  v;ore  used  for  imraediatc  consumption  and  59 
million  pounds  were  frozen,    Jrom  the  remainder,  about  22,0  million  pounds 
of  dried  product  -  mostly  whole  egg  -  were  obtained.    About  3.7  million 
cases  of  eggs  were  broken  out  to  obtain  the  above  quojititios  of  egg  products, 
During  the  first  h  months  of  the  year  nearly  kf  million  pounds  of  dried  egg 
were  produced  in  the  United  States, 

G-overnment  Purchases  B| 

During  the  period  January-April  19^2,  53  million  poionds  of  dried  eggW 
iirere  delivered  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture  in  fulfillment  of  previous  m. 
contracts.  On  June  1  the  Department  had  contracts  with  private  firms  calling 
for  the  delivery  of  JS  million  poiinds  of  dried  eggs  during  the  last  7  monthsB 
of  this  year.  During  the  first  half  of  June  an  additional  20  million  poundsw 
were  purchased  for  delivery  during  specified  months  in  the  -  rem.ainder  of  19^2« 
Department  purchases  of  shell  eggs  have  declined  considerably  in  recent  woekB; 
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Stor;^_e_  Stocks  of  in  TTnited  Statss 

on  Juj.o  1  :fGro  1^  Million  Cases 
lisr^  Th2Ji  :;:ear 

Largel7  as  a  result  of  the  corjnitments  of  dried  eggs  for  futui-e  doliy- 
ery  to  the  G-cvei'nnent,  much  greater  quantities  of  shell  rnd  frozen  eggs  h^^A'-o 
"been  stored  this  ^ear  than  last.    Holdings  on  J-jie  1  were  3.7  million  cases 
larger  than  a  r-oar  earlier,  an  incre  .^g  s-iff icient  to  supply  nearly  one  iialf 
of  the  dried-egg  coiar-itments  as  of  tioat  date  fron  June  through  Decenoer, 
Included  in  the  3.7  iTiillion  cases  are  the  equivalent  of  ahout  200,000  cases 
of  white  and  yollrs  separately  packed,    Inconploto  reports  frcm  egg  driers 
indicate  that  on  Juno  1    2^818,000  cases  of  shell  eggs  and  59 » 099, COO  pounds 
(l.D  r.illion  cases)  of  frozen  eggs  had  "been  definitely  set  aside  for  drying 
later  in  the  ycar»    The  sun  of  these  tv;o  quantities  on  J^ane  1  v/a-s  sufficient 
to  sirpioly  slightly  nore  than  50  percent  of  the  dried  product  deliverahle 
"between  June  1  and  Decomhor  31. 

Holdings  of  shell  eggs  hy  the  Department  of  Agricultiire  v/ere  reduced 
during  May  and  on  June  1  such  holdings  were  less  th^n  10  percent  of  those  on 
June  1  last  year.    The  Departnent  ov.T:ied  ahout  7  million  pounds  of  frozen  eggs 
on  June  1,  hovrevor,  compared  v;ith  none  a  year  earlier.    Private  holdings  of 
shell  eggs  on  June  1  wore  3~  percent  larger  than  a  year  earlier  and  private 
holdings  of  frozon  eggs  increased  5--  percent, 

lg£  Prices  in  Mid^:Junc  Slightly  Higher 
Shan  in  Mid^I^-: 

r/holcsale  prices  for  eggs  advanced  slightly/  during  the  latter  half  of 
May  and  continued  steady  during  the  first  h^lf  of  June,  averaging  at  that 
tice  about  1  cen'^  per  dozen  higher  than  in  mid-: lay.    The  price  of  fresh 
firsts  in  carlots  at  Chr.cago  in  mid-June  v/as  30^5  cents  compared  v/ith  29,5 
cents  a  month  earlier  a::'.d  25  cents  in  aid-June  19^1,    Last  year  egg  prices 
advanced  about  66  porcont  from  March  to  the  end  of  Juno  whereas  prices 
usually  aro  steady  during  thxat  period.     In  early  19^1  egg  prices  v.^oro  at 
a  relative  1;/  low  level  and  the  inaugur-p.tion  of  the  lend-lease  egg-purchase 
progrpm  rosi-ltcd  in  a  strong  spoculntlve  dcmnnd.    During  approximately  the 
sar.o  period  this  yoajr  egg  prices  inc  eased  about  3  cents  per  dozen  cr  7 
percent.    Demand  factors  influencing  the  rise  in  prices  this  year  aro: 
(l)  An  increasing  domestic  cons-:iiaer  demand;  (2)  a  strong  storage  demand  for 
Gggs  for  use  in  drying  later  in  the  year,  and  (3)  a  strong  domGnd  fron 
dryii^g  plants  for  eggs  to  be  utilized  immediately. 

Marketings  cf  Live  Poultry  I7ow  Larger 
Than  a  Year  Earlier 

In  the  period  February-May  receipts  of  live  poultry  at  Midwest 
markets  V;-ere  sm.aller  thpn  in  corresponding  months  of  19^1,    *he  relation- 
ship with  a  year  earlier  v;as  reversed  in  early  June,  hov:ever,  when  total 
receipts  of  poultry  v/erc-  I9  percent  larger  and  volume  of  fowl  v;as  up 
30  percent  over  the  first  week  of  June  I9U1, 
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Nftt  vdthdravals  of  poultry  from  atora.go  in  May  \rerQ  a'oout  the  largest 
on  record  for  the  month,  "beins  particularly  marked  for  fryers  and  roasters 
(for  comparisons  "by  classes,  see  niinimary  tatle),    I-ieceipts  of  dressed  poultry 
at  the  four  principal  markets  sxe  averaging  about  the  same  as  a  year  ago. 

Live  Eowi.  £.rice_s  Doc  lino?  Prices  of 

yo'.ing:  Stock  Adv.anckd  mring;  Past  Month 

The  increased  marketings  of  live  fo^l  in  recent  v.-eokr  have  "been 
roflectod  in  sor.owhat  lov.'cr  v;holesalo  prices.    In  mid-iTuno  prices  of  live 
fowl  at  Chicago  v;ero  1  tc  3  cents  lo;;cr  thm  in  'Aay  and  a"bout  the  GcITO  as 
a  year  earlier.    Prices  of  live  young  chickens  at  Chicago  advanced  somev;hat 
during  the  latter  part  of  May  and  then  crntinued  stet-dy  into  June,  the 
increases  were  relatively  larger  for  heavy  young  chickens  than  for  stock  of 
lighter  weights  partly  "becauGe  the  latter  are  the  first  to  get  to  m.arket  in 
large  volume.    Prices  of  yovng  chickens  in  mid-J'inc  averaged  5       10  percent 
higher  than  in  mid-May  and  ^l-O  to  ^0  percent  higher  than  in  June  I5U1, 
Movcm.onts  in  prices  of  live  poultry  at  Hew  York  have  "oeen  similar  to  those 
at  Chicago, 

Prices  of  dressed  fowl  at  llcw  York  have  "been  steady  in  recent  weeks 
at  a  level  somewhat  higher  than  last  year.    Prices  of  dressed  chickens  havo 
advanced  materially  and  in  nid-June  v;ero  15  to  25  percent  higher  than  a 
year  earlier, 

OUTLOOK  -  GHICISrS  MQ  EGGS 

BACZGHOU!TD„-  With  large  feed  supplies  available,  production 
of  poultry  products  in  the  United  States  increased  considerably 
in  19"'+1  in  response  to  favorable  prices,  and  further  increases 
are  talcing  place  this  year, 

.SuppT.ies  of  Eg;^  for  Domestic  Consummation 
M]^JL>I  is.       Larger  r^'',.3n  a  Tear  Earlier; 
Continued  Fr'  o:-'able  Prices  Probable. 

Although  production  of  eggs  in  the  first  half  of  this  year  was 
increased  16  percent  over  the  sam.e  period  last  year,  domestic  consumption 
of  eggs  apparently  was  somev;hat  smaller.    Consumption  in  the  first  part  of 
19^1,  however,  v;as  about  the  largest  on  record  for  those  months.  After 
April  19^1  about  3  million  cases  of  eggs  were  purchased  for  lend-lease 
shipment,  and  dom.estic  consixmption  for  the  year  as  a  whole  was  slightly 
less  than  in  I9U0,    In  the  first  half  of  this  year,  record  large  quantities 
of  eggs  he.ve  been  used  for  drying  and  h^atching,  and  large  qu^antities  v/ore 
stored  for  consumption  and  drying  later  in  the  year.    With  large  storage 
holdings  supplementing  the  increased  production,  it  is  likely  that  domestic 
consumption  in  the  last  6  months  of  this  year  vrill  be  increased  over  last 
year  despite  large  shipments  of  eggs  abroad  under  the  lend-lease  program. 
Egg  prices  will  rise  in  coming  months  as  supplies  of  fresh  eggs  decline 
seasonally.    Eecauce  of  the  unusually  strong  domestic  consujnor  demand, 
they  probably  will  continue  to  average  higher  than  a  year  earlier. 
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Although  food  prices  may  adv^ico  in  corning  monthr.,  tho  Gg/^focd  pricG 
ratio  is  lii-cl;;-  to  continuo  f^vcrablo  for  QQg  productior., 

A  .Furthor.  Inc roaso,  in  2>'^  ?^rodi^c  clpn 
ill  FroG-pGc  b  fnr  l^V  1 

Prslirinar;:;*  ir.fonnation  indioates  thet  on  June  1  about  12  percent  more 
chicks  and  yoiing  chickens  ;.'ero  on  farms  in  the  United  States  th?m  on  June  1 
last  year.    Although  it  is  not  liJcely  that  as  niar.y  late  chicks  v;ill  "bo  raised 
for  ogg  production  this  year  as  last,  a  further  natcrial  increase  in  layers 
for  next  year  is  proha'^le.    In  past  years  the  avora^^e  increase  in  the  number 
of  hens  and  pullots  on  Jaimar;'  1  ha-^.  bocn  a'oout  half  of  the  increase  in  the 
nuiribor  of  young  chichons  on  farms  tho  previous  Juno  lo    Egg  production  in 
19^3  will  likely  to  suiTicient  to  porrait  a  furthor  raterial  incrco,so  in 
exports  of  eggs  v;Lilc  mintaining  consumption  in  this  country  at  not  loss 
than  tho  average  for  the  past  fov/  years. 

Materially  I'.arger  Supplies  of 
Ch token  in  Fro cpect 

Yfith  the  nuch  larger  number  of  yoiing  chickens  on  farms  this  year  and 
the  larger  nunber  of  fowls  to  bo  markotod,  siipplies  of  chicken  v;ill  increase 
considerably  in  coming  months.    Production  of  conurjorcial  broilers  nay 
increase  also  in  rosx'^onsi'e  to  the  rocont  general  adTanoe  in  prices  of  young 
chickens,  especially  in  Eastern  narkotc,    Tho  effect  on  prices  v/ill  be 
largely  offsot  by  a  stronger  domestic  consunor  demand  o.ni  by  a  stronger 
storage  dcnand.    Although  prices  of  some  classes  probably  v.dll  decline 
seasonally,  it  is  likely  that  average  prices  received  by  farners  for  all 
cliickens  during  the  remainder  of  19^2  vill  continue  higher  than  a  year 
earlier. 

Poultry  Products  and  Price  Control 

The  Emergency  Price  Control  Act  of  19^2  as  it  applies  to  poultry 
products  vas  discussed  in  the  T'ebrura-y  iv^^ue  of  this  report.    Price  ceilings 
v/ero  not  applied  to  eggs  in  the  April  order  o-s  prices  at  that  tiiro  v:ero 
belovj  the  legal  r.iniimims  .at  which  ceilings  could  be  established.    In  nid-May 
the  average  price  received  by  farmers  for  eggs  vras  26„5  cents  per  d0  7.en. 
Of  the  four  alterr^ative  min.iimiir.  levels,  the  highest  and  controlling  price 
for  eggs  was  the  mid-Bccorrxber  I'jkl  price  of  J^k^l  conts,    Sinco  the  parity 
price  for  eggs  is  adjusted  for  seasonal  variation,  tho  basis  for  the  ceiling 
in  late  sumr„or  v/ould  bo  shifted  to  tho  provision  for  110  percent  of  parity, 
which  will  at  th-at  time  bo  soniov/liat  higher  than  tho  mid-Dcconbor  19^1  price. 

For  chickens  and  turkeys  the  July  1919-^Jiu:e  I929  average  prices 
received  by  farmers  are  tho  highest  of  the  alternative  levels  boD.o;/  v;hich 
ceilings  may  not  be  established,    Tlicse  prices  aro  21,1  cents  per  pound 
for  chickons  and  23, g  cents  for  turkeys.    In  mid-May  the  avorage  prices 
received  by  fojrmors  \^cro  IS,^  cents  for  chickens  and  19,1  cents  for 
turkeys.    Parity  prices  for  chickens  and  turkeys  arc  not  adjusted  for 
seasonal  variation. 


Ol^LCOK  -  CH.XCISITS  ^TT)  EGGS  ~  ."Br  K3GI0HS 

]go_rth  Atlantic  Strvtes 

The  nu~iber  cf  layers  on  faims  in  the  ITorth  Atlantic  States  declined 
relatively  little  duriii.^  the  droii^'hts  of  the  midd^.e  1930' s.    l^umters  at  the 
heginiiing  of  Vjkz  were  oy  far  the  lai'gest  on  i*ecord,    The  rate  of  lay, 
already  ttB  highest  for  any  region  in  the  country,  vras  increased  further 
in  I9U1  and  k  percent  more  eggs  v/ere  produced  than  in  IS^O,    In  the  first 
5  months  of  this  yeaA'  the  output  of  eggs  in  the  ITortheast  v/as  S  percent 
Irxger  than  in  corresponding  months  of  19^1, 

Since  only  a  small  quantity  of  dried  e^g  is  produced  in  this  area, 
the  increased  production  of  eggs  this  year  is  being  marketed  in  normal 
commercial  chajinelse    In  .'Hlastorn  markets  the  proportion  of  eggs  from  nearby 
areas  has  been  much  larger  than  usual,  particulrxly  in  the  Boston  area. 

Prices  received  "by  farrrors  in  the  North  Atlaiitic  States  have  increased 
considerably  during  the  past  year  and  the  egg-feed  price  ratio  has  continued 
favorable  for  egg  production.    Although  dried  eggs  are  not  purcliased  in 
important  quantities  in  this  area,  the  indirect  effect  of  purchase  programs 
for  dried  eggs  in  other  regions  is  a  price- supporting  factor. 

On  June  1  it  v;a5  reported  that  ^  percent  fewer  chicks  were  on  farms 
in  this  area  than  last  year,    V.'ith  this  change  in  numbers  of  young  stock, 
it  is  likely  that  the  number  of  layers  for  19^3  vdll  bo  little  changed  from 
thia  ;/oar,    Maricot  supplies  of  live  chickens  from  egg-producing  areas  in 
the  ITorth  Atlantic  States  in  the  latter  lialf  of  19^2  probably  will  be  about 
the  same  as  in  the  latter  half  of  I9U1,    Production  of  commercial  broilers, 
however,  may  be  larger, 

Ko rth  Central  Sjtates, 

Up  to  19^-1-1  the  number  of  layers  on  farms  in  the  North  Central  States 
had  not  regained  the  pre-drought  level  aiid  there  was  a  considerable  amount 
of  unused  housing  capacity.    But,  as  a  result  of  favorable  egg  prices  in 
the  late  spring  of  19'+1,  the  demand  for  baby  chicks  increased  materially, 
and  v;ith  lighter  than  usual  culling  of  layers  during  the  last  half  of  19^1 
the  numbers  of  layers  on  farms  was  increased  considerably.    In  recent  months 
numbers  of  layers  in  this  area  liave  been  the  largest  on  record,    Eie  rate  of 
lay  per  bird  also  has  increased  matcriallj''  and  tot.al  egg  production  has  been 
by  far  the  largest  on  record.     In  the  first  5  months  of  19^1  the  output  of 
eggs  in  this  area  wa-s  20  percent  larger  than  in  corresponding  months  of  19^1. 
The  dricd~egg  industry  has  furnished  a:i  important  outlet  for  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  eggs  in  the  Hcrth  Central  States  this  year.    Prices  have  been 
relatively  more  favorable  than  in  other  areas. 

On  June  1  about  13  percent  n^re  chickens  v/ere  reported  on  farms  than 
on  Juno  1  last  year.     It  is  likely,  therefore,  t'vat  laying  flocks  for  next 
season  will  be  increased  considerably  further,    'supplies  of  chickens  this 
fall  from  this  region  v;ill  be  by  far  the  largest  on  record. 


PSS-66 

South  Atlantic  States 


-  9  - 


i 


Production  of  chiclcens  increased  consideralDly  in  the  South  Atlantic 
States  in  19^1,    The  num"ber  of  chickens  raised  on  farms  was  1^  percent  larger 
tha-n  in  19^0,    Although  2  percent  fowor  layers  vrexe  on  farms  at  the  heginning 
of  the  year,  slightly  more  eggs  wore  produced  in  19^1  than  in  19^0,  The 
nuin'bor  of  layers  on  farms  in  rccont  months  has  Dcon  the  largest  on  record, 
and,  with  new  high  rate  of  lay,  total  egg  production  has  exceeded  previous 
records,    Sgg  marketing  facilities  were  overtaxed  in  some  sections  of  the 
region  "by  the  record  flow  of  eggs,  and  prices  received  hy  farmers  were  lower 
than  usual  relative  to  the  average  for  the  United  States,    This  situation 
was  relieved  to  some  extent  "by  the  purchase  program  of  the  Departnjent  of 
Agriculture  wherehy  eggs  were  purchased  in  lots  as  small  as  10  cases  at 
previously  announced  prices, 

'^he,  ^^■'r^'^r  '^f  ^-'•'ng  -sih-^^k^Ti"  on  farms  in  the  -Sawth  Atlantic  States  on 
June  1  \-,ras  S  percent  lai-gor  than  a  year  earlier.    It  is  likely,  therefore, 
that  the  numlser  of  layers  in  19^3  v;ill  he,  so mewliat  larger  than  this  year. 
Supplies  of  chickens  in  this  area  this  fall  will  he  larger  than  last  year 
and  the  production  of  commercial  hroilers  may  increase  more  than  usual.  In 
recent  months  hroiler^production  v/as  ahout  the  same  as  last  year,  Ahout 
55  percent  of  the  United  States  output  of  commercial  "broilers  in  19^1  was 
produced  in  this  area. 

South  Central  States 

With  the  egg-hreaking  and  egg-drying  industries  located  largely  in 
the  South  Central  States  at  the  beginning  of  the  lend-lease  egg^purchase 
program  in  early  19^1,  and  with  ample  feed  supplies  for  the  first  time  in 
several  ^^-ears,  conditions  were  favorable  for  a  material  expansion  in  chicken 
numbers  last  year.    At  the  beginning  of  19^2,  l6  percent  more  layers  were  on 
farms  in  this  region  than  at  the  beginning  of  19^1  and  some  States  showed 
increases  of  about  20  percent.    The  rate  of  lay  has  continued  high.     In  the 
first  5  months  of  this  year  I9  percent  more  eggs  were  produced  than  in  the 
corresponding  period  of  19^1. 

On  the  basis  of  the  16  percent  increase  in  nximbcrs  of  young  chickens 
on  farms  as  of  June  1,  a  further  material  increase  in  number  of  layers  can 
be  expected  for  next  year.    Supplies  of  chickens  in  this  area  will  be 
materially  larger  this  fall  than  last, 

Western  States 

In^ 19^1  about  16  percent  more  chickens  were  raised  on  farms  in  the 
Western  States 'Than  iiT  19^oT'  The  number  of  hens  and  pullets  on  January  1, 
19^2  was  8  percent  larger  than  a  year  earlier  and  in  the  first  5  months  of 
this  year  about  9  percent  more  eggs  were  produced  than  in  the  corresponding 
months  of  19^+1,    An  increaeing  quantity  of  eggs  from  the  Western  States  is 
being  consumed  on  the- West  Coast,    As  a  result  of  the --strong  consiaraer  demand 
in  this  area,  egg  prices  have  continued  fa,vorable.    Purchases  by  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  have  been  relatively  small,  consisting  of  some 
dried  eggs  and  limited  quantities  of  oil-processed  shell  eggs. 
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Preliminaiy  information  indicates  that  the  niunTaer  of  young  chickens 
on  famis  in  the  Woctem  States  on  Jime  1  i-ro.s  atout  13  percent  largei'  than  on 
that  date  last  :rQc<j:„    A  fiirther  increase  in  the  n-ujnl:9r  of  laj'-ers  is  likely, 
hut  the  record  lovcl  of  193C  prohalDly  will  not  "be  reached.    Supplies  of 
chickens  this  siUiin.cr  and  fall  will  he  lar=;;Gr  than  a  y^ar  earlier. 

The  outlook  for  turkey  prices  this  fall  is  the  most  favorahlo  in 
years.    Effects  on  prices  of  increased  supplies  of  turkey  arc  likely  to  ho 
more  than  offset  hy  the  strong  consiijnor  demand  for  all  moats,  Wholesale 
prices  of  young  turkeys  declined  slightly  in  recent  v/eeks  hut  are  continuing 
materially  hi^-her  than  last  year. 

Production  of  turkey  poults  hy  commercial  hatcheries  in  the  first 
5  months  of  this  year  v/as  materially  larger  than  in  the  same  period  last 
year,    The  late  hatch  of  poults,  however,  may  he  smaller  this  year  than 
last.    On  Jujie  1  advance    orders  for  turkey  poults  vrere  materially  smaller 
than  on  June  1  last  year« 

PIED  SUPPLIES  ^TD  PPJ-OES 

On  the  hasis  of  crop  prospects  on  June  1,  it  appears  likely  that  the 
19'-'-2-U3  supply  of  four  principal  food  grains  in  the  United  States  will  ho 
ahout  125  million  tons,  k  percent  smaller  than  the  19^41-^2  su.pply.  Since 
livestock  numhers  are  increasing  the  supply  per  grain-consuming  animal  uiiit 
m.as'"  he  ahout  10  percent  smaller  than  in  l9^H-^2  and  . some v;hat  smaller  than 
the  1937-^1  average. 

Prices  of  most  feeds  declined  during  the  pa,st  month  in  response  to 
favorahle  crop  prospects  and  increased  feeding  value  of  pastures.  Wheat 
raillfceds  are  a  little  helov/  recently  estahlished  ceilings,  vmile  prices 
of  tankage  and  moat  scraps  have  heen  near  ceiling  levels.  Prices  of  soyhe 
meal  have  declined  $6  to  $S  per  ton  in  recent  weeks  and  in  most  sections  of 
the  Corn  Belt  are  unusually  low  relative  to  prices  of  tankage,  Soyhoan  mo 
can  he  used  to  replace  part  of  animal  protein  feeds  that  have  heen  commonly 
used  in  poultry  foods. 
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■ta"bl3  1.-  S.'rgs,  shell  and  frozen;    Storage  holding's,  Unitod  States, 
"by  cionths,  19-^1,  19'-!-'-,  and  average,  1931-^i-O 


Item 
and 
_JZPar„ 


ai, 

private 


Jan* 


Fed. 


Mar, 


Apr.*.  May 


Jvvne;  July:  A\i^.  s  Sept, :  Oct.:  ITov,?  Dec. 


1,000  IjCC^  l.COO  1-CCO  1,000  i,COO  1,000  1,000  1,000  1,000  T,000  1,000 

cr.ssG  car?e3  c.?,:;os  cases  cases  c?.ses  cases  cases  c-ses  cuseo  cases  r?.ses 


1931-^^ 

.  r  .  ,  . 

19^2 

:      SI9  270 
:      jx  '      c !  .. 

29s  133 

132 
^■■01 

1,2^7 

1       A  r'>  C 
1,702 

3,B?6 

6,516 

4j5t0 

6,S67 

7.719 
D ,  xL'U 

7,S55 

7,332 

?9^12 

6,169 

-i-,  o-.D 

ii,256 

Shell, 
U,S.D,A. 

19^1  ...cJ 

—  >           •  •  •  e  < 

!      301  2^ 

:      251  193 

16 

123 

96 

215 

56 

111  5 

37 

327 

239 

619 

595 

5^6 

Pro  sen,  ; 

p^rlrate  : 
1931-40 

19^2 

1^916  1,616 

!  1,95?  1,^35 
2,1^57  1,663 

1.206 

i,C43 

Ij  691 
2,549 

2,157 
2.65^ 

U,079 

2,r72 
3^738 

^5  1  1  J- 

3,363 
■4,372 

3,^4iLo 

3,250 

U,66i 

2,923 
3,977 

2,573 
3,373 

Fro  sen, 

19-1 
19-2 

361  372 

3^ 

31'5 

177 

ISk 

391 

^7 

312 

7^ 

729 

693 


Data  fro.Ti  Agricultural  Marketing;  Adniinistration, 

Frozen  e^gs  are  convortod  on  the  oac;ic  of  37.5  povriis  to  the  cs-so, 

"Qnited  States  Dop-^tiner.t  of  Agriculture  holdln.cs  of  cg-isrs  vore  first  reported 

separately  as  lollcKSi    Shell,  April  1,  V^M);  frosc"i,  July  1,  19^1, 
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Table  2.-  EggP,  shell  p.nd  frozen:    ??et  e-or^^^o  moroni^.nt,  "nitod  Statos, 
"by  months,  1941,  I9U2,  and  avcra,:;c,  193l~'+0 


It'jm 


a2.d 
year 

I  Jan,.* 

«  « 

Fe"b,: 

* 
• 

Mar, 

*  Apr^:  May  : 

»                 ^  d 

June: 

• 
• 

Ouly.* 

« 
• 

* 
• 

Scpt,i 

• 
• 

Oct.  : 

• 

> cases 

1,000  1,000 
Ci^Qz  casoc 

i,cob"i5"o3b* 

T^GOO  " 

±,000 
csce.s 

1,000 

1,000 

cases 

1,000 

cases 

1,000 

causes 

Shell, 
private 
i93l'-^0  . 

19^1  ...eJ 

19^2 

t  ~160 

-  cB 

IS 

263 

1,075 
1»301 

2.629  2.630 

1^751  2,14!^ 
2,S3C  2,285 

1.20^ 
1,1^0 

136 
302 

-517  -1*169 

-S9O  «  bSb 

-1,913 

-2,123 

«i,993 

Shell,  ! 

19^1 

19^2 

:  "276 
.  -  52 

"  9 
-  65 

9 

-  32 

190  200 
*•  40    -  19 

-  Sf^ 

3H0 

-  2U 

-  9 

-194 

Fro  sen,  : 
private  I 
1931-^0  ,! 

19^2  ...J 

J  -300 
'  -520 
-52U 

-230 

-229 
-  20 

I5U 

US5 

906 

617  iv^. 
963  1,13^^ 

1,53c  1,692 

5gU 

77 

"I90 
.-U95 

-321 
«63U 

-356 
-60U 

-356 
-617 

Frozen,  : 

19^a 

19^2  ....J 

11 

~  0 

-13  c  7 

~3^'-^ 

ii55 

269 

-  52 

-  31 

Dec, 

iToc 

cas 


.i,U6j 


-33^ 
-56c 


-337 


Data  from  A^riculturol  Marketin^-^  Adninistra^i.o.n, 

Frozen  eggs  are  converI:Pd  on  tha  "banis  of  37.; 5  po^'^^s  to  th'^  case. 

United  States  Departr.snt  of  i/jriculture  hcl.'J.nf's  of  eggs  were  first  reported 

separately  as  follovrs:    Shell,  April  1,  154O;  frozen,  July  1,  19^1. 
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